
 

 

 PROJECT INFORMATION  

Project Title Sierra Valley Agricultural Water Quality and Habitat Enhancement 
Project 

Brief Description The Sierra Valley Agricultural Water Quality and Habitat Enhancement 
Project provides multiple natural resources benefits that are important to 
Californians and the Upper Feather River Watershed, and it stimulates the 
local agricultural industry and economy with increased forage and 
livestock productivity, new and improved facilities, and local jobs 
throughout project implementation. The project includes several 
landowner and public education and outreach activities to improve 
conservation understanding, provide resources, and enhance the nature 
tourism experience. 
The Sierra Valley Resource Conservation District (SVRCD) project proposes 
various natural resources enhancement projects on ranch lands within 
Sierra Valley and the SVRCD district. Six separate project components on 
private agricultural land and various outreach tasks will, together enhance 
water quality, improve wildlife habitat, reduce soil erosion and leverage 
earlier enhancement investments on both private and public lands in 
Sierra Valley. They will also contribute to agricultural viability and the 
local economy with regained productive pasture, increased water 
management efficiency, grazing management, and with financial 
incentives to complete the projects and use local contractors and 
vendors.  This will be achieved by installing three miles of riparian fencing 
to enhance management on 1150 acres of riparian areas; development of 
new off-stream livestock watering systems; upgrading a deteriorated 
wooden irrigation diversion structure, and weed control management on 
minimum 200 acres to maximum 2000 acres within the district.     
The outreach components will increase local landowner conservation and 
weed understanding and stimulate interest in future conservation 
activities by providing weed management materials and demonstrating 
project effectiveness in a post-project tour with other stakeholders and 
with success stories on the SVRCD website.  They will also contribute to 
the public’s understanding about watershed health and conservation and 
their role in weed containment by providing strategic information 
signage, and by publishing conservation material and experiences and 
resources on the SVRCD website. The nature tourism experience will be 
enhanced with improved ecosystem benefits and availability of 
information. 

Total Requested 
Amount 

316,820.00 

Other Fund Proposed 41,162.00 

Total Project Cost 357,982.00 

Project Category Site Improvement/Restoration 

Project Area/Size 2000 

Project Area Type Acres 
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PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Name Mr. Gale  Dupree,  

Title Chairman 

Organization Sierra Valley Resource Conservation District 

Primary 
Address 

P.O. Box 50, , , Vinton, CA, 96135 

Primary 
Phone/Fax 

530-993-6051 Ext.  

Primary Email ifish@earthling.net 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

PROJECT LOCATION INFORMATION 

 

Project Location 

Address:                           Communities in Sierra Valley, PO Box 50, , Vinton,  CA, 96135 United  
States 
Water Agency:                 Sierraville PUD 
Latitude:                           39.4500 
Longitude:                        120.2100 
Congressional District:     n/a 
Senate:                             n/a 
Assembly:                         n/a 
Within City Limits:            No 
City Name:                        
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

                                                                  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Grant Application Type 

 

Grant Application Type: 
Category One Site Improvement 
 
 

Grant Application Type: 

Category One Site Improvement 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

PROJECT OTHER CONTACTS INFORMATION 

 

Other Grant Project Contacts  

Name:                    Ms. Carol  Dobbas,  
Project Role:          Day-to-Day Responsibility 
Phone:                    7757222610  
Phone Ext:               
E-mail:                    cjdobbas@yahoo.com 
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Sierra Valey Resource Conservation District 
PO Box 3562 

Quincy, CA 95971 

SVRCD 

Board of Directors Resolution No  1210 

In the matter of: A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS 

FOR THE SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY PRESERVATION OF RANCHES AND 

AGRICULTURAL LANDS GRANT PROGRAM UNDER THE PROPOSITION 84 SAFE 

DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND SUPPLY, FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND 

COASTAL PROTECTION BOND ACT OF 2006 

 Resolution No: 1210 
Date: 10-9-12 

 

The following RESOLUTION was duly passed by the Board of Directors of the Sierra Valley 

Resource Conservation District at a regular meeting held October 3, 2012 by the following vote: 

Ayes: 6 

Noes: 0 

Absent: 0 

Abstentions: I 

Signed and approved by: 

WHEREAS, the 

Legislature and Governor of the State of California have provided Funds for the program shown 

above; and 

WHEREAS, the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) has been delegated the responsibility for the 

administration of a portion of these funds through a local assistance grants program, establishing 

necessary procedures; and 

WHEREAS, said procedures established by the Sierra Nevada Conservancy require a resolution 

certifying the approval of application(s) by the Applicant's governing board before submission 

of said application(s) to the SNC; and 

WHEREAS, the Applicant, if selected, will enter into an agreement with the SNC to carry out 

the project; and 

WHEREAS, the Sierra Valley Resource Conservation District has identified the Sierra Valley 

Agricultural Water Quality and Habitat Enhancement Project as valuable toward meeting its mission 

and goals. 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of Sierra Valley Resource Conservation 

District, that this Board: 

• Approves the submittal of an application for the Sierra Valley Agricultural Water Quality and 

Habitat Enhancement Project; and 

 

irman, Board of Directors 
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 Certifies that Applicant understands the assurances and certification requirements in the 

application; and 

 Certifies that Applicant or title holder will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain the 

resource(s) consistent with the long-term benefits described in support of the application; or will 

secure the resources to do so; and 

 Certifies that Applicant will comply with all legal requirements as determined during the 

application process; and 

 Appoints the Chairman, or designee, as agent to conduct all ne
g
otiations, execute and submit 

all documents, including but not limited to= applications, agreements, payment requests, and so 

on, which may be necessary for the completion of the aforementioned project(s). 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Sierra Valley Resource Conservation District on the 3rd day 

of October, 2012. 
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5.  Narrative   

a. Detailed Project Description  

Project Description. The Sierra Valley Agricultural Water Quality and Habitat 
Enhancement Project provides multiple natural resources benefits that are important to 
Californians and the Upper Feather River Watershed, and it stimulates the local 
agricultural industry and economy with increased forage and livestock productivity, new 
and improved facilities, and local jobs throughout project implementation. The project 
includes several landowner and public education and outreach activities to improve 
conservation understanding, provide resources, and enhance the nature tourism 
experience. 

The Sierra Valley Resource Conservation District (SVRCD) project proposes various 
natural resources enhancement projects on ranch lands within Sierra Valley and the 
SVRCD district. Six separate project components on private agricultural land and 
various outreach tasks will, together enhance water quality, improve wildlife habitat, 
reduce soil erosion and leverage earlier enhancement investments on both private 
and public lands in Sierra Valley. They will also contribute to agricultural viability and 
the local economy with regained productive pasture, increased water management 
efficiency, grazing management, and with financial incentives to complete the 
projects and use local contractors and vendors.  This will be achieved by installing 
three miles of riparian fencing to enhance management on 1150 acres of riparian areas; 
development of new off-stream livestock watering systems; upgrading a deteriorated 
wooden irrigation diversion structure, and weed control management on minimum 200 
acres to maximum 2000 acres within the district.     

The outreach components will increase local landowner conservation and weed 
understanding and stimulate interest in future conservation activities by providing 
weed management materials and demonstrating project effectiveness in a post-
project tour with other stakeholders and with success stories on the SVRCD website.   
They will also contribute to the public’s understanding about watershed health and 
conservation and their role in weed containment by providing strategic information 
signage, and by publishing conservation material and experiences and resources on 
the SVRCD website. The nature tourism experience will be enhanced with improved 
ecosystem benefits and availability of information. 

    
 Purpose and Goals. The water quality and habitat enhancement project purpose and 
goals are to: improve water quality; reduce potential sources of erosion; improve water 
conservation and water use efficiency; restore healthy vegetation biodiversity through 
noxious weed containment and control; enhance riparian and habitat areas along 
waterways and natural springs within the various project sites; and provide various 
educational components that reflect project outcomes and improve conservation 
understanding and stimulate additional conservation activities.  This project will extend 
SVRCD’s conservation leadership, provide demonstration models and experiences, 
support agricultural viability, and recognize conservation achievements of these 
landowners. 
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This project meets the requirements of Proposition 84 by protecting and improving 
water quality, aiding in the preservation of working landscapes through improved 
vegetative and water management and by providing protection of the region’s physical, 
cultural, archaeological, historical and living resources including: streams and 
tributaries, natural springs, riparian areas and rangeland under the stewardship of 
generational ranch families. Success stories will be catalysts for future like efforts.  This 
project will improve the overall watershed health in a headwater region that serves 20 
million California water users and its ecosystem.   
 
This project is also consistent with the SNC Mission by improving the environmental 
conditions, particularly water quality for all natural resources users and wildlife, and by 
contributing to the economic opportunities and social stability for the rural Sierra Valley 
area and this portion of the Sierra Nevada Conservancy Region. Agricultural viability will 
be supported with enhanced water use efficiency, improved forage acreage, financial 
incentives to install conservation, and related economic activity. With support from the 
Preservation of Ranches and Agricultural Land Grant Program, this project will enhance 
the long-term ecological values that are the foundation for the economic viability of 
Plumas and Sierra Counties, as well as the historic working ranches.  
  
Outcomes/Results. Project work will be completed within the grant timeframe, (March 
2017).  The outcomes of this project will benefit the natural community, the public, local 
agricultural productivity, and the local economy. There will be reduced active erosion, 
improved water quality, increased riparian and habitat benefits, healthier biodiversity on 
native and non-native vegetation on agricultural lands, and reclaimed pasture. Further, 
local ranchers and stakeholders, including public officials, will learn from this project 
during a tail-gate tour and various other presentations with the goal to encourage other 
conservation projects. Nature tourists will benefit from an enhanced environmental 
setting and experience.  To support the local economy, local contractors will be used 
and local vendors will be used where practicable to supply project materials, services 
and supplies.  
 
Specifically, these projects collectively will benefit the natural community, the public and 
the local economy in the following ways.  

 The riparian protection and weed management projects will improve the 
ecological and water quality conditions of riparian areas and associated upland 
habitats that support bird nesting, nature tourism and productive agriculture 

 Noxious weed reduction and improved grazing management will increase 
valuable agriculture production acreage. 

 Procurement of local jobs and supplies from local vendors where possible to 
complete project work will support and improve the region’s economic and 
cultural foundation of the rural community. 

 Conservation education for landowners and other working landscape 
stakeholders will improve opportunities to stimulate future conservation projects 
and build upon this project’s success. 

 Conservation outreach to the public will enhance the nature tourism and 
recreational experience and will increase understanding of working landscapes 
and the local agricultural economy and culture. 

 This project will protect the region’s physical, cultural, archaeological, historical 
and living resources under agricultural stewardship. 
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 This project will augment prior and current public and private investments in 
similar projects by NRCS and various other partners within the Plumas-Sierra 
Weeds Management Group and others to expand overall watershed benefits 

Conservation capacity in Sierra Valley is limited for various reasons, among which are 
limited Natural Resources Conservation Service technical and cost-share funding and 
reduced funding for the two counties’ Resource Advisory Committees and Agriculture 
Department’s budgets for weed control. This project will fill a valuable leadership and 
funding gap, complete valuable projects on the waiting list, and complement existing 
conservation investments such as those by Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
Sierra County Fire Safe and Watershed Council, and private landowners. 

Many community stakeholders will make significant in-kind contributions to the project 
including: the Plumas and Sierra Counties Resource Advisory Committee Title II Secure 
Rural Schools Funding (for the weed management component only), Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Plumas-Sierra Department of Agriculture and Plumas-Sierra UC 
Cooperative Extension and the Plumas-Sierra Weeds Management Group 

Summary. The SVRCD project includes five identified enhancement/restoration sites, 
as well as, a broader “treatment area” identified as Site 6 for the SVRCD district-wide 
noxious weed management component of the project and educational activities. These 
projects sites were selected based on their expected resource benefits and commitment 
from willing landowners to provide demonstration sites. The practices will be installed 
with assistance by the five project landowners, other community partners and, 
subsequently managed by the landowners.  All practices will meet local USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) standards and specifications that will ensure 
project integrity, practical maintenance and cost containment.  
 
Environmental Setting.  Sierra Valley is located in the North Central SNC Region and 
in Plumas and Sierra counties. This 120,000 acre valley is the largest valley in the 
Sierra Nevada and headwaters of the Middle Fork Feather River and includes 
numerous sub-watersheds and a complex of meadows and streams.  
 
Current land uses within the district are primarily seasonal pasture and alfalfa, grain hay 
and meadow hay production lands.  Most of the land in the Sierra Valley is privately 
owned ranch land surrounded by Forest Service uplands which comprise 70-80% of the 
watershed and provide recreation, forest management, and grazing benefits to the local 
economic base.  Both Plumas and Sierra County General Plans strongly support the 
rural setting of the valley and prioritize the preservation of the historic ranches and 
agricultural lands, many of which are enrolled in the Williamson Act and Timberland 
Preservation Zone. 
 
The natural Sierra Valley stream channels, sub-watershed streams, and constructed 
conveyance channels, meander through private ranch lands and provide a wide range 
of habitat services and other benefits on these working landscapes. The Middle Fork of 
the Feather River is a designated wild and scenic river which flows out of Sierra 
Valley where it provides an important wildlife habitat corridor for a variety of bird 
populations including sandhill crane, ibis, song birds and other migratory birds. Sierra 
Valley is an Audubon Society nationally designated Important Bird Area and is home to 
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over 260 bird species alone.  It is a nesting habitat for many bird species and the valley 
is well known for its large population of raptors including eagles, hawks and barn owls.   
 
Healthy vegetation biodiversity contributes to the habitat benefits that attract bird 
populations. Noxious Weed control and management has been a long range 
conservation priority for SVRCD.  This resource concern has potential to degrade 
agriculture viability and the natural resources of the whole Sierra Valley watershed.  By 
strategically investing in the control of non-native invasive weeds, the SVRCD and its 
partners believe that important sierra meadow and riparian habitats, as well as, the 
economic viability of ranching in Sierra Valley can continue to be protected for future 
generations.   
 
Sierra Valley’s economy benefits from a growing nature tourism industry that is linked to 
the valley’s biodiversity, location, scenic and cultural values.  There are numerous 
organizations that promote bird watching and conduct tours in the valley.  Other 
recreationalists, such as cyclists and fishermen and automobile touring groups who use 
the valley roads, appreciate the vistas of working landscapes and wildlife viewing. 
 
Scope of Work and Location 
This project and its components primarily occur on the floor of Sierra Valley. 
Approximately 1,150 acres of riparian habitat will be enhanced and an estimated 200-
2000 acres of soil productivity and vegetation biodiversity will be improved through 
noxious weed control and containment. Treatment techniques will include non-restricted 
herbicide, hand pulling, and goat grazing for certified organic farms. The SVRCD’s 
specific goal is to reduce perennial pepperweed populations by 50% and completely 
eradicate musk thistle infestations in Sierra Valley over the next three years. This 
project will augment investments to date and provide consistency necessary for long 
term control, and even eradication.  Unchecked, noxious weeds can adversely impact 
many beneficial uses within the watershed, as well as encroach onto upland and 
downstream lands.  This project will address these priorities by enhancing and 
protecting the natural resources on which local agriculture depends, and by providing 
financial incentives to the landowners themselves to implement these projects where 
preferred.  
 
In addition to a district-wide noxious weed component, the project involves five site 
improvement and grazing management components that are described below.  All 
projects will begin in spring 2013 and be completed by early spring 2017.  Except for the 
licensed vegetation management contractor, all projects will be performed by the 
landowners or by a local contractor selected by SVRCD.  Construction and other 
practices will meet local USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
standards and specifications.   
 
Specific Site Projects and benefits include: 
Site #1: Riparian Fencing and 2 Off-stream Water Facilities.  Benefit: approximately 
@200 acres of riparian area improvement and protection.   
Site #2: Riparian Fencing.   Benefit:  1.5 miles of streambank protection to reduce 
erosion and enhance water quality. 
Site #3: Weed Management.   Benefit: @400 acres improved agriculture land 
productivity, forage diversity and ecosystem health. 
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Site #4: Irrigation Diversion Structure Replacement.  Benefit: improved and more 
efficient water distribution, reduced erosion and increased forage production.  
Site #5: Exclusion Fencing.  Benefit: protection and enhancement of riparian area 
associated with a natural geothermal artesian spring.   
Site #6: Uncertain Weed Treatment Area and Weed Education. Benefits: contain 
current populations and protect un-infested agriculture lands throughout the district as 
well as reduce downstream invasions; increase landowner and public understanding of 
noxious weeds and control; increase nature tourist experience. 

b.    Workplan and Schedule  

Project Management 
Task 1.   Award notification. February 2013 
Task 2.  Contract with SNC signed.  March, 2013. Deliverable: Signed Contract.  
Task 3 Ongoing Project Management: May 2013 – March 2017. Overall project 

management; contractor procurement; oversight of site-specific project 
(agreements, layout and design, construction/treatment, landowner liaison) 
implementation; procurement of contractors; collection of site project records 
and accounting; SNC invoicing; cooperators and contractors payments; SNC 6 
month & final reporting.  Deliverables:  Completed project accounting, 
project payments and SNC reports. 

Site-Specific Project Workplan. 
It is anticipated that most projects will be completed by November 2014. Noxious weed 
treatment will be conducted summer 2013 through fall 2016.  
Deliverables:  Completed installations built to NRCS standards; photo and written 
documentation by SVRCD; and weed treatment and map and photo documentation by 
SVRCD. 
Installation will be conducted by experienced, local SVRCD contractors and/or 
landowners, who will be encouraged to procure local materials, equipment and labor. 
Specific Project Descriptions:     
Site #1: Riparian Fencing and 2 Off-stream Water Facilities.  Benefit:   
approximately 200 acres of riparian area improvement and protection.  Deliverable: 
5300 feet of grazing management fencing, and two off-stream alternative livestock 
watering facilities served by one new agricultural well and solar pump in two pastures (2 
5000 gallon polyethylene storage tanks, 2-5 recycled tire water troughs, new well with 
solar-powered pump, associated polyethylene piping and protective metal panel 
enclosures).  
Site #2: Riparian Fencing.   Benefit:  1.5 miles of streambank protection to reduce 
erosion and enhance water quality. Deliverable:  1.5 miles of grazing management 
fencing on approximately 850 acres of riparian area. 
Site #3: Weed Management.   Benefit: approximately 400 acres improved agriculture 
land productivity, forage diversity and ecosystem health. Deliverable:  @400 +/- acres 
of treated musk thistle infestation, which also minimizes infestation onto adjacent 
properties, with the four-year goal of complete eradication.    
Site #4: Irrigation Diversion Structure Replacement.  Benefit: improved, more 
efficient water distribution, reduced erosion and increased forage production that is vital 
to the sustainability of this ranch for subsequent generations. Deliverable: replacement 
of a deteriorating wooden irrigation diversion structure with an upgraded structure. 
Structure will be constructed on site. The concrete upgrade will add practice longevity. 
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Site #5: Exclusion Fencing.  Benefit: protection and enhancement of riparian area 
associated with a natural geothermal artesian spring.  Deliverable: installation of a .5 
mile (2500 ft) grazing management fencing to protect a 3 acre riparian and habitat area  
Site #6: Uncertain Weed Treatment Area and Weed Education. Benefit: contain 
current populations and protect un-infested agriculture lands throughout the SVRCD 
district area as well as reduce downstream invasions. Deliverables:  
a. Weed treatment: minimum of 200 acres and a maximum of 2000 acres are 
anticipated for treatment, as new noxious weed sites are identified throughout the 
course of the project; pepperweed (Lepidium latifoluim), musk thistle (Carduus nutans), 
scotch thistle (Onopordum acanthuim), and a variety of class 1, 2 and 3 rated noxious 
weeds; treatment options include non-restricted herbicides, hand pulling, and biological 
control with goat grazing.  
b. Pre-project landowner education program to meet the contractor, hear the 
treatment strategy, learn about the specific weeds to be treated; University of California 
Cooperative Extension will assist with planning the program and providing a speaker; 
Plumas-Sierra Counties Agriculture Commissioner will provide landowner education 
materials and other resources. Refreshments will be provided in-kind by Plumas-Sierra 
Cattlewomen and/or Farm Bureau. 
c. Public outreach will include1-2 working landscape and weed information signs 
strategically installed for recreation visitors; roadside banners during treatment; 
distributed weed management materials; working SVRCD project website page about 
working landscapes and weeds.  Upper Feather River Watershed Group and Plumas-
Sierra Weeds Management Group will provide materials, tour and website in-kind 
assistance. Loyalton FFA students will provide public outreach assistance. 
Project outreach: Deliverables: a. Tailgate outreach site tour for landowners and local 
stakeholders (project partners, Boards of Supervisors, neighbors, etc.) to share and 
celebrate these projects and to encourage future conservation.  
b. SVRCD website page with conservation project stories and their many benefits; other 
resources; overall project summary and appreciation for landowners and partners; press 
release promoting the website and project summary submitted to known recreation, 
conservation, and agriculture groups and publications. Refreshments for the tour will be 
provided in-kind by Plumas-Sierra Cattlewomen and/or Farm Bureau. 
 

 
DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLE 

TIMELINE 

Initiation Date Completion 
Date 

1. & 2. Award Notification & Signed SNC Contract  February 2013 April 2013 

Procure Program Manager & Project Coordinator; 
begin monthly SNC invoicing. 

March 2013 May 2013 

Weed treatment contractor selection; completed 
landowner weed  agreements  

April 2013 June 2013 

Project design & layout and timelines*; pre-project 
photo monitoring;  completed well & weed permits   

April 2013 August 2013 

Outreach sign development and installation (2 ea);  
Development and distribution of weeds materials;  
Development and publication of SVRCD website 
page with weed and other conservation 
information and resources 

April 2013 December 2013 

Landowner meeting: meet the weed treatment May 2013 June 2013 
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contractor, review the project plan, provide weed 
identification and management information; 
assess learning via pre & post presentation poll. 
(meeting materials; attendance sheet) 

Individual project implementation and oversight: 
photo and note documentation; project documents 
and requests for payment collected by SVRCD; 
payments made to landowners and contractors as 
payment is received from SNC. 

May 2013 December 2013 

Submit 6 month project report August 2013 September 2013 

Tailgate Tour of project sites for landowners & 
stakeholders; (materials, attendance sheet). 

September 
2013 

November 2013 

Website posting and announcement   November 2013 December 2013 

Submit 6 month project report February 2014 March 2014 

Weed treatment June 2014 September 2014 

Evaluate Site #1 water system and plan/install   
needed components to enhance water efficiency 
and delivery. 

April 2014 September 2014 

Public outreach: develop SVRCD project content 
for the website  (i.e. landowner stories); support 
Plumas Sierra Weeds Management Group tour 

June 2014  September 2014 

Project performance monitoring June 2014 September 2014 

Submit 6 month project report August 2014 September 2014 

Submit 6 month project report February 2015 March 2015 

Weed treatment June 2015 September2015 

Project performance monitoring June 2015 September2015 

Submit 6 month project report August 2015 September 2015 

Submit 6 month project report February 2016 March 2016 

Weed treatment June 2016 September 2016 

Project monitoring June 2016 September 2016 

Submit 6 month project report August 2016 September 2016 

Submit Final Project Report January 2017 March 2017 

*Project layout, contracting, and implementation may occur in more than one time frame 
as projects are scheduled for implementation, depending on project demands, 
landowner timelines, and site conditions.   

c. Restrictions, Technical/Environmental Documents and Agreements 

 Restrictions/Agreements 
The various ranch lands involved in the five improvement project sites are 
enrolled in one of the following: Land Conservation Act (Williamson Act) or 
Timberland Protection Zone (TPZ).  All proposed project activities fall within 
county zoning codes. 

 
 
   Regulatory Requirements/Permitting.   

 This project is categorically exempt from CEQA.  Notices of Exemption are 
attached.  

 All project activities are on private ranch lands and not subject to NEPA 
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 A well drilling permit may be required for Site #1, which will be obtained by 
the contractor prior to project work to meet county codes. 

 SVRCD will obtain the required annual Department of Agriculture Pesticide 
Use Permits for herbicide noxious weed treatments prior to treatment.  

 Archaeological and Historical Cultural Resource search is initiated with 
Northeast Center of the California Historical Resources Information System, 
and projects will be modified, if needed, in the event search results detect 
cultural resources at the project sites.  

 No threatened or endangered species are in the identified project areas. 

 Local government agencies have been notified of the project proposal. . 
 
d.   Organizational Capacity 
The Sierra Valley Resource Conservation District (SVRCD) will act as the project lead 
and fiscal agent. SVRCD’s Board of Directors is committed to ensuring achievement of 
this project and to leveraging its success to develop future opportunities to increase 
technical and funding capacity that will benefit SVRCD district, this unique watershed, 
and 20 million water users in California. The district has conservation project experience 
and provides conservation leadership for the Sierra Valley watershed region.  SVRCD is 
one of the oldest Special Districts in California, coordinating local conservation and 
restoration programs for over 60 years. It has conducted an integrated weeds 
management program for the past six years, funded by both of the Plumas and Sierra 
County Resource Advisory Committees Title II, Sierra Nevada Conservancy Middle 
Fork Feather River Weed Management Program, and California Department Food and 
Agriculture grants. SVRCD has partnered with the US Forest Service on past site 
restoration projects, including completion of Carman Phase I; and soon-to-begin 
implementation on Carman Phase II with Sierra Nevada Conservancy as the funding 
partner.   
 

 The seven SVRCD Directors are landowners and agriculturalists, and many of them 
have implemented conservation projects on their own properties.  They are 
contributing their personal time to provide volunteer project oversight, monitoring 
and assistance. 

 Project Manager for this project will be selected based on local resource knowledge 
and established liaison adeptness with the local agriculture community to be served. 
Volunteer partnerships will be a valuable asset to the success of this project.  

 Contractors to be procured: Project management coordination; performance 
reporting; licensed vegetation management; other contractors (fence, well & solar 
pump, etc). 

 Technical expertise to layout and oversee construction for riparian fencing, irrigation 
structure design and off-stream stockwater facilities will be provided by Natural 
Resource and Conservation Service (NRCS) District Conservationist who currently 
serves the agricultural community as partner of a select number of local resource 
conservation projects.   

 
e.   Cooperation and Community Support 
This project and its elements are outgrowths of various ongoing local conservation 
activities and collaborations, particularly water quality monitoring and practices and 
noxious weed management. There is wide support throughout the region for sustainable 
ranching and agriculture lands conservation partnerships. Numerous letters are 
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attached (6d) that demonstrate support for this project proposal. The general plans and 
the Agriculture Department of the counties of Plumas and Sierra support agricultural 
viability and economy of the rural region and the protection and enhancement of natural 
resources.  NRCS technical standards and services are important to ensure the cost-
effectiveness and integrity of projects. Department of Water Resources has invested in 
water quality projects in this area and supports voluntary conservation the Feather River 
Watershed.  The Plumas-Sierra UC Cooperative Extension Farm and Natural Resource 
Advisor provides leadership in water quality, resource conservation, and agricultural 
productivity research and education. Feather River RCD provides complementary weed 
management practices in its area of Plumas County. 
 
f.   Long Term Management and Sustainability  
These site improvement project(s) will occur on private lands managed by generational 
ranching families within Sierra Valley.  The implementation and long term management 
of these site improvement projects are vital to the sustainability of productive ranch 
operations, as well as the resources benefits. It is in the landowners’ economic and 
cultural benefit to steward these improvements themselves, which they have the 
expertise and equipment to do.  The landowners and their agricultural enterprises 
depend upon operable equipment, and they expect to make repairs from time to time.   
 
The long term sustainability of these projects is built in from the beginning, with long 
term life and practical maintenance included in the plans per NRCS Field Office 
Technical Guide Standards and adapted for longevity in the Sierra Valley. All of the 
projects conducted in this project are considered water quality best management 
practices:  off-site stock water systems, riparian fencing, efficient water conduits and 
structures, and noxious weed control.  See attached PLAN. 
 
g.   Performance Measures   
 
Economic Activity: Installation costs and utilization of local vendors will be tracked 
(Target:  $200,000+); re-gained, productive pasture and rangeland. 
Jobs Created: The number, type and period of jobs created during the project and the 
total wages and contracts paid will be measured.  Target:  1 weed contractor, 5 
landowner-led construction projects, various outreach and project support contractors 
and suppliers.  
Number & Diversity of People Reached: Landowners and other project stakeholders, 
government officials and decision makers, resource professionals will be counted at 
post-project tail gate tour attendance will be listed. 
Resources Leveraged: Volunteer hours; in-kind supplies, equipment, etc.; any 
subsequent funding received.   
Linear Feet of Stream Bank Protection: Linear feet of stream bank protection will be 
measured on both sides of the stream. Target: 3 miles. 
Acres of Land Improved: Acres of Land Improved for natural resource protection, water 
quality, aquatic & terrestrial habitat, resource management:   Improved acreage will be 
mapped & measured. Target: 2,000 acres. 
Changes in knowledge: Opportunities to assess learning: weed education, other 
outreach projects, and landowner survey; interest by other landowners to conduct 
similar projects. Knowledge gained through successful completion of this project will 
become the foundation of future SVCD programs.   
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h.   Budget Narrative   
 
The project cost elements are cost-effective and realistic, using NRCS materials and 
labor cost guidelines that also achieve built-in practice longevity and low maintenance 
cost. Some of the landowners at the five site improvement projects will serve as 
contractor(s) to install their own projects. These landowners will likely have supplies on 
hand and will use their own equipment to contain the actual expense for their projects. A 
licensed vegetation management contractor will be used for herbicide weed control 
option.  Local stakeholders are contributing significant volunteer time for project 
management, practice design and installation oversight, landowner education and 
public outreach.  Community minded local vendors and contractors, cognizant of the 
current economic squeeze, will likely provide competitive bids for services needed for 
the project.  A one year $10,000 balance in Sierra RAC Title II funds and a pending 
Plumas County RAC for $14,000 complement this project and will be used for the weed 
control component and for educational deliverables. Recognizing that the SVRCD 
continues to gain momentum through the commitment of its volunteer directors; project 
capacity is provided largely by contractors and volunteers. This project will not generate 
any revenue.  In-kind community support is listed in the budget detail. 
 
 

PROJECT BUDGET SUMMARY 

Direct Costs $251,741 

Indirect Costs $23,755 

Total Project Costs      $275,496 

Administrative Costs, 15% $41,824 

SNC GRANT TOTAL $316,820 

In-Kind Contributions, 12.9% $41,162 

 



SECTION ONE Project Cost Breakdown

DIRECT COSTS Units Unit Cost Total Cost Year One (2013)

Year Two 

(2014)

Year Three  

(2015)

Year Four  

(2016) Total

Project Management/Coordination $25,000 $13,250 $5,250 $3,250 $3,250 $25,000

Site Improvement Restoration Work 

Costs, Sites #1-#5 $119,541 $90,697 $23,844 $5,000 $0 $119,541

Weeds Uncertain Treatment Areas All 

Work Costs, Sites #6  $105,000 $25,000 $30,000 $30,000 $20,000 $105,000

Travel to Project Sites, miles 4000 0.55$            $2,200 $1,000 $600 $300 $300 $2,200

DIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: $251,741 $129,947 $59,694 $38,550 $23,550 $251,741

SECTION TWO Project Cost Breakdown

INDIRECT COSTS Units Unit Cost Total Cost Year One Year Two Year Three  Year Four Total

Grant Coordination/ Performance 

Reporting $11,000 $6,500 $1,500 $1,500 $1,500 $11,000

Project Performance Monitoring $2,030 $650 $660 $360 $360 $2,030

Landowner Education $2,250 $1,200 $400 $400 $250 $2,250

Public Outreach $3,875 $1,950 $850 $850 $225 $3,875

Materials & Supplies $2,400 $1,450 $400 $350 $200 $2,400

Travel,  miles 4000 0.55$          $2,200 $1,000 $600 $400 $200 $2,200

INDIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: $23,755 $12,750 $4,410 $3,860 $2,735 $23,755

PROJECT TOTAL: $275,496 $142,697 $64,104 $42,410 $26,285 $275,496

SECTION THREE Project Cost Breakdown

Administrative Costs    Units Unit Cost Total Cost Year One Year Two Year Three  Year Four  Total

SVRCD operating/overhead costs- 15% $41,324 $21,405 $9,616 $6,362 $3,943 $41,324

ADMINISTRATIVE TOTAL: $41,324 $21,405 $9,616 $6,362 $3,943 $41,324

SNC TOTAL GRANT REQUEST: $316,820 $164,102 $73,720 $48,772 $30,228 $316,820

SECTION FOUR Years Fund Received

OTHER PROJECT 

CONTRIBUTIONS Units Unit Cost Total Cost Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four  Total

NRCS Planning & Monitoring 44 72.00$        $3,168 $2,200 $680 $288 $0 $3,168

Landowners in-kind non-construction 

support and outreach 150 $24 $3,600 $1,200 $1,200 $600 $600 $3,600

Upper Feather River Watershed 

Group outreach assistance, webpage,  

newsletter 70 $50 $3,500 $1,000 $500 $1,000 $1,000 $3,500

SVRCD Directors site assistance, 

monitoring; project management; 

landowner and contractor liaison; misc 120 24.00$        $2,880 $1,400 $530 $500 $450 $2,880

Plumas-Sierra Cattlewomen and/or 

Farm Bureau, food:                       Tail-

Gate Tour  & Spring weed mtg 3 meals 500.00$      $1,500 $1,000 $500 $0 $0 $1,500

University of California Cooperative 

Extension, weed strategy meeting - 

speaker and planning 12 72.00$        $864 $864 $0 $0 $0 $864

Plumas-Sierra Weeds Management 

Group, newsletter, Year 2 Tour $1,450 $50 $475 $475 $450 $1,450

Sierra RAC Title II Grant, FY 2013 

balance $10,000 $10,000 $0 $0 $0 $10,000

Plumas RAC Title II Grant - pending, 

1yr funding FY2013 $14,200 $14,200 $0 $0 $0 $14,200

Total Other Contributions: 12.9% $41,162 $31,914 $3,885 $2,863 $2,500 $41,162

Applicant: Sierra Valley Resource Conservation District

Appendix B4
SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY

Project Name:  Sierra Valley Agricultural Water Quality and Habitat Enhancement  Project 





Vegetation Contractor =  $38,000 38,000

Grant Noxious Weed Project Percent Amount Allocated

Sierra RAC - balance for 2013 $10,000 20.3% $7,724

Plumas RAC - pending for 2013 $14,200 28.9% $10,967

SNC **  FY 2013 portion $25,000 50.8% $19,309

Total $49,200 100.0% $38,000

Materials and Supplies 2013 =  $4,380 4,380

Grant Noxious Weed Project Percent Amount Allocated

Sierra RAC - balance FY2013 $10,000 20.3% $890

Plumas RAC - pending FY2013 $14,200 28.9% $1,264

SNC FY2013 ** $25,000 50.8% $2,226

Total $49,200 100.0% $4,380

Monitoring =  $1,350 1,350

Grant Noxious Weed Project Percent Amount Allocated

Sierra RAC - balance for 2013 $10,000 20.3% $274

Plumas RAC - pending for 2013 $14,200 28.9% $390

SNC **  FY 2013 portion $25,000 50.8% $686

Total $49,200 100.0% $1,350

Travel 2013 =  $3,130 3,130

Grant Noxious Weed Project Percent Amount Allocated

Sierra RAC - balance FY2013 $10,000 20.3% $636

Plumas RAC - pending FY2013 $14,200 28.9% $903

SNC FY2013 ** $25,000 50.8% $1,590

Total $49,200 100.0% $3,130

      Weed Treatment is the only shared component of this overall SNC Site Improvement/Restoration Project

** Allocations are based on the Weed Treatment Project (Sites #6) Component for 2013.

Weed Treatment Shared Cost for 2013 Treatment Season * 

*  Both Plumas and Sierra RAC funding are for 2013 fiscal year only. 

Sierra Valley Agricultural Water Quality and Habitat Enhancement Project

Site #6  District Wide Weed Treatment Program

     COST ALLOCATION 
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